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LAURIE BALLARD
ROAMING VOLUNTEER
Five years ago, Laurie Ballard had a stroke, which injured her
brain and le her with limited sight. She can see the outlines
of bodies, for instance, but can’t make out facial features. As
you can imagine, it was an overwhelming experience. She felt
lost, confused, and really needed help.
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Laurie started in classes at the Center but her loss of brain
func on made it hard to converse and absorb what was being said. S ll, she took in as much as she
could and as she healed, she was be er able to learn. Laurie’s ﬁrst major hurdle was taking paratransit alone. Earle Baum classes had taught her how to give money and receive correct change but
she was s ll stressed out. She worked up her nerve and boarded the bus but her cket was expired.
She ran back into her house and unearthed some silver dollars she’d been saving. She was sorry to
part with them but really wanted to a end the Earle Baum picnic!
Laurie now rides the paratransit easily, though at one point, she thought she’d have to quit because
she couldn’t aﬀord the bus. Earle Baum arranged for a scholarship to cover her visits to the Center.
For those of you readers who have donated and helped defray costs for these types of scholarships,
thank you! Laurie’s long hours for volunteering more than make up for the cost of the ckets.
As a volunteer, Laurie leads guided walks, keeps the trail and walk ways clean and clear, assures that
the dog bowls are full of fresh, clean water, makes reminder calls to clients, and ﬁlls in at the front
desk during staﬀ mee ngs.
Earle Baum is a very safe place for Laurie. “You’re with people in the same situa on and you feel welcome,” she says. As for the staﬀ, “It’s like they were hand picked. They’re top notch and treat us very
well!”
Staying posi ve is important to her. There’s always someone worse oﬀ than you, she says. When you
feel bad, force yourself to be happy and, strangely, it brings about that outcome! Volunteering helps.
If you can’t volunteer, donate cards, she suggests. Get-well cards, sympathy cards, blank cards—all
will be used to help brighten someone’s day!

YOU being here for us today
Ensures WE will be here for you tomorrow

Spring in the Garden of
Good and Be er
Spring at EBC. A me of renewal. The walking trail has
dried out, the wildﬂowers are in full glory, and there are
new leaves on the trees! There are new students, too,
learning how to be independent, safe, ac ve, and have a
vibrant life undaunted by vision loss.
For over 16 years, we have been providing training and
services to the blind and visually impaired in Northern
California. In addi on to our core training in independent
living, safe travel, assis ve technology, and Braille, we
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oﬀer camaraderie and support to adjust to vision loss. We
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also oﬀer recrea on, educa on, and social ac vi es, like
our new Ukulele and yoga classes. In short, the EBC is mee ng Earle’s goal of being a place
of “work, play, and fellowship.”
But we s ll have work to do. Vision rehabilita on is not covered by insurance. Our state
and federal government con nue to contribute a smaller por on of our income (reduced
from 47% to 24% over the past 10 years). And we’re serving more people than ever. The
number of people with age-related vision loss is predicted to double as a large group of
Baby Boomers become seniors.
For these reasons, we need your help urgently. We must come together as a community
to support those of us living with vision loss. Chances are you already know someone
suﬀering from loss of vision. It may be you, me, a friend, or a family member. We’ve said it
before but it’s worth repea ng: If you’re here for us today, we will be here for you to‐
morrow.
Please give generously in any way that works for you. I am always touched when someone
in our community donates their me, exper se, money, stock, required IRA withdrawal,
or savings bond proceeds. Because of you, we’re able to help people succeed in living lives
they love, undeterred by vision loss.
Many thanks to our donors, volunteers, and our highly trained staﬀ of instructors and professionals.
Sincerely,
Dan Needham
EBC CEO

Veteran Overcomes Adversity
Leaves Legacy for People Living With Vision Loss
Robert Carlyle Baugh (May 9, 1917–Dec 30, 1991) fought in WWII at Normandy, where his Navy
ship was struck during ba le. While he was away at war, his ﬁrst wife divorced him, serving him
with papers that arrived unexpectedly. It created for him a "rough patch" that stuck with him
awhile, even a er he’d returned from war. His father brought him home to Salt Lake City, and
the love he received from his family there brought him back "on an even keel.”
Robert met his future wife in Japan a er the war. They had
to struggle through three years of applica ons, tests, and
medical exams, but ﬁnally they were married and Robert
brought her to live with him in California, where he had
made his home a er returning from Salt Lake City. Here in
California, Robert worked as an engineer on a tanker owned
by Chevron Shipping (then called Standard Oil), which followed Navy ships.
Eventually, Robert brought his wife's mother from Japan to
live with them on their 2.5-acre farm in West Petaluma, and
there she remained for 17 happy years. He loved that property, but could be there only 2-3 months each year due to
the nature of his work. Nevertheless, he and his wife kept
four cows, one of which became a family pet! As they would
mow the lawn, there would be the calf, following row by
row. So in tune with the family was this calf that she’d run Photo — Tamie and Robert Baugh
from the ﬁeld to the house as soon as the curtain opened in
the morning.
Robert’s last few years of work were based in Alaska. When he re red, the travel con nued, but
now he could explore with his wife at his side. Together, they traveled to many parts of the
world, sailing on cruise ships and learning the history and art of other countries. The Panama
Canal was a favorite, as was England and Scotland. Here in the U.S., they really enjoyed their trip
to New York, going up into the statue of Liberty and standing on the top of the torch, looking
out to sea. Other favorites were the Grand Canyon, the landscapes of the southwest, and the
territory along the Mississippi river.
Robert was recently honored with a large dona on from the family to the Earle Baum Center in
his name. Robert’s widow has vision loss, and they had put savings bonds in a safe deposit box
in 1985 "for a rainy day.” It never rained hard enough that they had to pull it out, so Earle Baum
became the grateful recipient of those funds. His legacy will bring training and life-changing
skills and ac vi es to many people living with vision loss, including fellow veterans,
and for that, we are all very thankful.

Please GIVE Generously to EBC

DONATE YOUR
iPhone 5 or newer, iPod touch 5th Genera on,
iPad 3 or iPad Mini & Droid Cell Phones
One of the largest barriers to this technology is aﬀordability. The
concept of an iDevice recycle program where pre-owned equipment
is donated to EBC, refurbished and distributed at a low cost to those
we serve, is now in place.
EBC ‘s latest technology project gets powerful mainstream hardware into the
hands of our clients.

How you can help: If you have a newer Droid or Apple phone or
device, or know people that have unused devices, please con‐
sider dona ng them to EBC.

Become an Earlefest Sponsor
On September 17, 2016, Sonoma Mountain Concerts in cooperaon with the Earle Baum Center of the Blind will produce its annual signature fundraising event, Earlefest: A Celebra on of Americana Music. This year’s event will be in a larger loca on to accommodate more fans and supporters. Go to the Earlefest website for
more informa on. www.earlefest.com

Ukulele is all the rage at EBC
The class is in full swing and is a huge success. It is one of the
many classes oﬀered at EBC. Please see our website for a full
list of classes and events. www.earlebaum.org

Donate your iDevices to the Earle Baum Center

From our Director of Programs
The Earle Baum Center is experiencing the results of “April
showers bring May ﬂowers” and blooms are ready to burst
open with fragrance and color. We are busy going through
closets, boxes, and drawers, wondering why we keep the
things we do, and considering the possibility and the consequences of ge ng rid of something, anything… Yes, Spring
is here! Please give generously to EBC to support our won‐
derful classes, events, ac vi es, and programs.
EBC welcomes the season with new and exci ng classes and
events. Please drop by the center and experience the many
wonderful classes, events and ac vi es we have to oﬀer.
months. www.earlebaum.org

Birding By Ear is one of our new ac
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vi es. Is it a CALL or a SONG? Does it ride in pitch, or

fall? What is the diﬀerence between a SHIP and a CHACK anyway? Birds, like
humans, have their own unique language, and learning it is an essen al part of
enjoying this wonderful outdoor experience.

Summer TGIF Picnics Are Here!
Save your third Friday of the next 4 months for the EBC summer picnics May
20, June 17, July 15, August 19, and September 16. Music and entertainment from 11 to 12 with
GREAT food served from noon to 1pm. Please RSVP 10 days in advance: Cost $5.00 in advance,
$7.50 without RSVP.

Riding with the “Baum
Squad” at EBC
This tandem cycling club organized through
the Earle Baum Center teams experienced cyclist with visually impaired athletes. Rides
build stamina and provide social ac vi es that
widen the horizons of people who have lost
full or par al vision. Look for details and sign
up for rides on the EBC website.
www.earlebaum.org
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Earle Baum Center
Serving People
with Sight Loss


Independent Living Skills



Orienta on and Mobility



Assis ve Technology Services



VA Support and Senior Ser‐

For more informa on from
the Earle Baum Center
Call: 707-523-3222
Visit our Website: www.earlebaum.org
Sign up for classes and events on line
www.earlebaum.org/signup

vices


EBC Site Tours—call for a tour
appointment



Ukulele, Book and Movie Club,

Ac vi es and Events

Audio Newsle er

Ways to Help

Tech Club, Low Vision Group,

Classes

Resources

Direc ons to EBC

Tap, Exercise class and more

Support Groups

Support Groups

Contact Us

FREE MATTER
FOR THE BLIND

EARLE BAUM CENTER
4539 Occidental Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Earle Baum Center
MISSION STATEMENT
To provide opportuni es for
people who are blind or visually
impaired to improve and enrich
their personal, social and
economic lives.

Because you CARE we are HERE
Please become a regular DONOR to EBC

