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All in the Family 
 

Like so many twenty-somethings, Ben Kar-
pilow had earned his Bachelors Degree, 
was working at a succession of odd jobs 
and waiting for “that sweet opportunity to 
come sailing out of the sky.” It arrived a little 
less sweetly and little more dramatically 
than he had anticipated.  

Born in Con-
necticut, Ben’s 
father’s work in 
the hospitality in-
dustry brought 
the family to 
Santa Rosa 
when he was in 
the fourth grade. 

After graduating from Santa Rosa High, 
Ben got his degree at Humboldt State. Hav-
ing played the trumpet since elementary 
school, he took the opportunity to join a col-
lege friend as a paid musician for a cruise 
line. After about a year at sea, Ben headed 
to the Midwest seeking greater musical op-
portunities. Surviving a short stint as assis-
tant manager in a Hooters-like restaurant in 
Southern Illinois, Ben returned home to 
Santa Rosa.  
 

Noticing a slight blurring in his vision, Ben 
continued life as usual. Although the vision 
loss was gradual, it soon became quite pro-
nounced, until a “vision blackout” while driv-
ing, which Ben quickly admits he had no 
business doing, caused him to lose control 
of his car.  Fortunately uninjured, Ben went 
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Cont. page 2 

Paradise of the Heart 
 
For someone who was born so close to 
Paradise, the journey through life has pre-
sented a long list of challenges to front of-

fice volunteer, 
Ahlia Warren. Born 
in Stirling City on 
Paradise Ridge in 
the Sierra foothills, 
Ahlia spent her 
early years in Cali-
fornia, Colorado 

and Florida before moving to the Los Ange-
les area with her family. With all the travel, 
Ahlia paid little attention to the type 1 diabe-
tes with which she had been diagnosed at 
age 12. As a frequent newcomer, she 
wanted to be viewed as normal and healthy 
by her peers and grew adept at hiding her 
condition.  
 

Noticing a blurriness in her vision, Ahlia 
suspected cataracts but delayed seeking 
treatment because of her fear of surgery. 
When she finally visited an opthalmologist, 
she was told that she had diabetic retinopa-
thy and was just weeks away from total 
blindness. With a job as a restaurant server 
with no insurance and no funds for treat-
ment, Ahlia suffered an emotional break-
down. Her grandmother referred her to a lo-
cal social network where medical treatment 
was arranged and she began a long series 
of procedures, beginning with her first of 
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to see his optometrist the next day. After a 
referral to a neurologist, the cause was de-
termined to be a brain tumor. After a mara-
thon twenty four hour surgery, the tumor 
was removed, leaving Ben with a perma-
nent visual impairment and a whole new fu-
ture to contemplate.  
 

Within a couple of months, Ben had his first 
visit to the Earle Baum Center. He was 
quickly enrolled and began a quest to take 
every course available to him. From adjust-
ment counseling to Orientation and Mobility 
training, Ben took advantage of every new 
tool and technique to move forward. It was 
during a conversation with his dad and 
DOR counselor Geoff Perel that the topic of 
studying law first came up. 
 

Not letting a moment go to waste, Ben re-
turned to school. After three semesters at 
SRJC, he passed the LSAT and enrolled at 
Empire College of Law in the spring of 
2005. Ben graduated cum laude on June 7, 
receiving the Labe Liebowitz award, given 
to the student whose classmates believe 
has overcome the most hardship in com-
pleting law school. Ben’s date for the bar 
exam was set for the end of July. Results 
are eagerly anticipated and expected soon. 
 

Although the calling to law was an unfore-
seen opportunity, a sweeter part of Ben’s 
life came along at about the same time. 
One of his instructors at the EBC was De-
nise Vancil. Initially, Ben remembers, “She 
was just my teacher although I might have 
had a little bit of a crush on her.” Knowing 
Ben’s medical history, Denise called Ben 
after her mother had been diagnosed with 
an aneurism. Ben’s caring nature and com-
forting manner significantly deepened their 
relationship. Her love of music and dance 
added even another level.   

Ben was drawn to dance class, having seen 
a Dixieland trumpet player accompany him-
self by tapping out a rhythm with his feet. 

He joined Denise’s Denise tap class at the 
EBC and entered the “Connecting through 
Dance” program where he and Denise 
danced together at the end of the year per-
formance. Their union, now blessed with 
two beautiful children, Devin, age 3, and 
Sophia, age 6 months, has Ben seeking the 
right balance between family and career. 
 

Having the opportunity to spend much of his 
time at home with his family while going to 
school, he has come to really value his fam-
ily time. Ben is keeping his options for prac-
ticing law wide open for opportunities that 
will allow him to share more time with his 
family. “I’m just waiting to see what doors 
open up,” Ben tells us. Ben continues play-
ing trumpet with local band Phattie as well 
as sitting in with reggae group Sol Horizon.    
 

Ben says that his challenges in law school 
were not so different than those of everyday 
life, from obtaining necessary books and 
documents in accessible formats to learning 
to be your own best and most persistent ad-
vocate. His sight loss has also led him to 
stretch his comfort zone. “You need to be 
able to perform under pressure, especially 
when you can’t look quickly though a file or 
easily pull up a document. You learn to work 
with the resources that you have.”  
 

Ben also credits the Earle Baum Center 
with giving him a boost. “I couldn’t be where 
I am today without having gone through the 
EBC programs. It’s never easy going 
through something like this, but once you 
accept it, you can move forward. You have 
a choice. Do you want to progress through 
your life or get hung up every time you need 
to ask for help.”  
 

EBC President Allan Brenner will often tell 
visitors that once you have been to the 
Earle Baum Center, you become part of the 
family. We are all grateful that for Ben Kar-
pilow, these words took on a very spe-
cial meaning.  
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twelve laser surgeries and including six 
vitrectomies and eye muscle surgery. It can 
be frightening, Ahlia advises, but allowing 
the medical world to help can save your life.  
 

With her vision weak but somewhat stabi-
lized, Ahlia looked for some continuity in her 
life and returned to school. As a student at 
the EBC, she developed the necessary 
computer skills and learned how to use vari-
ous magnifying devices to access printed 
materials. In addition to numerous classes 
here at the Earle Baum Center, Ahlia is 
about a year away from her degree at So-
noma State, where she is on the Dean’s list. 
Although she originally planned to be a 
multi-subject teacher at a Waldorf School 
Ahlia has decided to teach special educa-
tion to students who are visually impaired. 
Once graduated from SSU, she hopes to 
continue her studies at San Francisco 
State, while remaining to live in Santa Rosa 
with her two cats. 
 

Her dedication to this field is fully evident to 
anyone who visits with her during one of her 
shifts as receptionist and office assistant at 
the Earle Baum Center, where she is al-
ways willing to share her story to help oth-
ers build the same kind of solid foundation 
that she has built in her life. While her over-
all cheerful spirit and warmth belie the many 
years of struggle that has brought her from 
the Paradise Hills to the solid ground here 
at the EBC, we all know that next genera-
tion of students will be in good hands.   
 

Special Sonoma County 
 

While undergoing an eye evaluation in San 
Francisco, my doctor told me that I was 
lucky to live in the North Bay. “You have that 
great resource available to you. The Earle 
Baum Center is tops in Northern California, 
only equaled by the VA Center in Palo Alto.”  
Thanks EBC,  
Farrell    

New County Bus Schedule 
 
Sonoma County Transit 
Route 22 has a new 
schedule of busses be-
tween the Santa Rosa 
Transit Mall and the 
EBC. 
  
 
 

West (to EBC) 
 Departs Mall ….. 8:00 AM  
 Arrives EBC ….. 8:08 AM  
 

 Departs Mall ….. 9:40 AM,  
 Arrives EBC ….. 8:48 AM  
 

East (from EBC) 
 Departs EBC ….  2:09 PM 
 Arrives Mall …... 2:28 PM 
 

 Departs EBC …. 4:05 PM 
 Arrives Mall …... 4:15 PM 
 
Reduce Your Risk 
 

The rate of new cases of diagnosed diabe-
tes rose by more than 90 percent among 
adults over the last 10 years, according to a 
study by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Today, diabetes affects 
more than 23 million Americans, with that 
number projected to more than double by 
2050. Diabetics are at a higher risk of com-
plications such as dental disease, amputa-
tions and vision loss. Nearly half of all dia-
betics have some form of diabetic retinopa-
thy. Diabetic retinopathy occurs when blood 
vessels to the retina become blocked or 
leak fluid or blood. There are up to 24,000 
new cases of blindness each year, making 
diabetes the leading cause of new cases of 
blindness in adults 20 to 74 years of age. 
Proper diet, as well as weight loss com-
bined with moderate physical activity are 
important steps that individuals can take to 
reduce their risk.     
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A Special Shelter 
By Lucia Heinzel 
 
Among all the classes, activities, trainings 
and events, many of us feel that the great-
est part of the entire EBC complex is the 
Visitor Center. Once Earle Baum’s farm-
house, this little house has become a warm 
and cozy place for people to sit and talk, 
wait for their rides, play games, listen to 
music, discuss the world’s problems and 
look for solutions. Just as bomb shelters 
were places to be safe during World War II, 
this special refuge is known affectionately to 
many of us as the “Baum Shelter.” 
 
The “Baum Shelter” is also the home to nu-
merous volunteer activities such as stuffing 
envelopes, folding and mailing newsletters, 
and wrapping silverware for the barbecues, 
while sharing experiences, laughing, feeling 
comfortable and needed. We talk about the 
vegetable garden, the fruit trees coming into 
season, and maybe how someday we will 
can the apples and pears that grow so 
abundantly on the property.  
 
Hosting this warm atmosphere is a fine Irish 
lady of high spirits and good humor that we 
know as Beryl Brown. Need to know how to 
get local phone numbers (411 calls) at no 
charge? Ask Beryl. How about Japanese 
Braille? Ask Beryl. When it comes to local 
transportation challenges, she helped write 
the book. But watch out! As Lead Volunteer, 
Beryl will quickly get you involved in plan-
ning and implementing projects and events. 
It’s great to feel needed and to watch some-
one jump in to help finish a task. We so of-
ten hear “Let me help you with that.” 
 
Not only a place where you can relax re-
gardless of your social status, some feel 
that the “Baum Shelter” has a spirit all its 
own. You can arrive feeling grumpy but you 
soon find yourself laughing at whatever had 

you so upset. Drop by, say hello and join us 
in whatever is underway. We are all waiting 
to meet you and hear your story.   
 
Barbecue Specials  
 
One of the regular favorites at our bi-
monthly barbecues has been Beryl’s 
Corn Salad. Preparation is simple. 
Just combine the ingredients, mix well 
and enjoy. 
 
Ingredient List 
3 cups whole kernel corn 
1 - 15-1/2 ounce can black beans 
1 - 8 ounce can sliced black olives 
1 red bell pepper, diced 
3 scallions chopped 
2 teaspoons cumin seed toasted 
1/2 cup olive oil 
1/4 cup red wine vinegar 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper 
1/2 teaspoon red pepper flakes 
 
There are still three summer barbe-
cues to come:  
August 21 featuring burgers and de-
signer sausages, salad and seasonal 
fruit  
September 4 featuring a pot luck main 
course, salad and EBC grown grilled 
apples and pears  
September 18 featuring tri-tip sand-
wiches, salad and seasonal fruit 
 
The cost is just $5.00 with a two day 
advance reservation, $6.00 on the 
event day. For reservations, call us at 
523-3222. 
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EBC Independent Living Classes  
 
From the day we opened our doors in 1999, 
it has been a goal to provide group classes 
in the House, teaching the activities of daily 
living to people with sight loss. The obstacle 
has been the small kitchen that could safely 
accommodate only two people. Recently, 
we remodeled the kitchen and with the 
much larger work space, we began our first 
class. The result is exciting. Not only do the 
students learn adaptive techniques to ac-
complishing everyday tasks, the camarade-
rie and social interactions make the process 
fun and spirited. Our program requires a se-
rious commitment by the students but the 
rewards are well worth the time. Feeling 
confident to manage home life safely and 
comfortably without sight is one step to-
wards a life of fulfillment and independence.  
 
Monthly Walkabout 
Beryl Brown, Lead Volunteer 
 
Each month, the Redwood Empire Council 
of the Blind schedules a “walkabout” to pub-
licize particularly dangerous or inaccessible 
public areas and street crossing locations. 
On Friday, June 12, the group visited Santa 
Rosa’s City Hall joined by Mayor Susan 
Gorin, and representatives from the city’s 
Traffic Engineering and Public Works De-
partments. Along with Paul Klassen from 
the Bicycle-Pedestrian Advisory Board and 
Mardel Morrison, ADA Coordinator for 
Santa Rosa, access to City hall was investi-
gated. Potential problems were identified 
and further attention was promised. 
 
On July 10, we met at 1 p.m. at the corner 
of Sonoma Ave. and Hahman Dr. near the 
Bank of America. There is a mid-block 
flashing walk signal and a bus stop between 
Hahman Dr. and Farmers Lane, but there is 
no audible signal and no sidewalk on So-
noma between Hahman and Farmers Lane. 

Your only choice to get from one street to 
other or to access the bus from either street 
is to cross a parking lot with a lot of in and 
out traffic. As always, results and comments 
were sent to the City’s Traffic Engineering 
Department. 
 
If you would like to join this congenial group 
on our next foray, contact Beryl Brown at 
the EBC Visitor Center, 636-0082.  
 
Insurance Help for Seniors 
 
If you are a senior citizen and are looking 
for health or long-term care insurance, the 
State of California has a website is espe-
cially for you. Seniors today face an in-
creasingly difficult time when making deci-
sions about insurance. Changing laws, 
more choices, and the threat of scams com-
bine to make these decisions even more 
stressful. The best way to make informed 
and safe decisions is to become familiar 
with the facts. The Department of Insurance 
Senior Information Center web site contains 
information to help prevent victimization of 
senior citizens through its online guides to 
various insurance products. The information 
on this site includes scam alerts, tips on 
purchasing insurance products, a Health 
Plans section and other information guides 
specifically designed for seniors. Visit the 
web site at www.insurance.ca.gov/0150-
seniors/index/cfm. 
 
The National Council on Aging also main-
tains a web site to help you get all the bene-
fits you deserve. You can find and enroll in 
federal, state, local and private programs 
that help pay for prescription drugs, utility 
bills, meals, health care and other needs. 
Visit their site at www.benefitscheckup.org/. 
 
The federal government also has a site 
dedicated to resources and information of 
interest to seniors. Their site is  
www.usa.gov/Topics/Seniors.shtml. 5 



From the Center 
Allan Brenner, President/CEO 
 

It is easy to feel inspired 
when employed at the 
Earle Baum Center. We 
have the opportunity to be-
come close to many people 
with sight loss and watch 
them confront tremendous 

obstacles and fears and, over time, trans-
form their lives in ways they never imagined 
possible. Our staff and volunteers really un-
derstand the challenges, often first hand, of 
building skills and confidence that will allow 
continued independence and set the stage 
for satisfying lives.  
 
Having the opportunity to hear stories of so 
many personal journeys is remarkable and 
seeing the results of hard work makes all 
the efforts that go into maintaining the EBC 
worthwhile. As part of our regular staff 
meetings, the first item on the agenda is al-
ways “success stories”. It is to remind our-
selves through that the stress and chal-
lenges we face on a daily basis, we are re-
warded by knowing that we make differ-
ences in people’s lives. We frequently re-
ceive testimonials from those we have 
served that further reinforce the need to 
continue to improve and expand our offer-
ings.  
 
In our newsletter, we share stories of peo-
ple who have lost sight with the hope that 
they will inspire readers to overcome their 
personal obstacles and move ahead. It is 
very difficult to lose sight and the only way 
to maintain or regain an active and produc-
tive life is to face and accept the loss, find 
the internal fortitude to keep going and de-
velop the skills necessary to attempt to live 
the same life you have always imagined in 
your dreams. We all face challenges. Hear-

ing stories of some of our clients will hope-
fully inspire our readers. During these tough 
times, we all need to try to feel positive and 
sharing heartwarming stories will hopefully 
make you feel closer to the commitment of 
the EBC.  
 
Along with the daily rigors, the EBC is once 
again going through changes. Jennifer Fra-
zier, Assistive Technology Specialist, is 
moving from Sonoma County. Her last day 
was August 6. She has been an assistive 
technology instructor here for six years and 
has shared her skills, talent, patience, and 
commitment to the EBC, not to mention her 
friendship. She will be missed and we wish 
her and her family a wonderful and prosper-
ous transition.  
 
Denise Vancil returns the week of August 
17. It has been over six months since she 
went on maternity leave and we look for-
ward to her return. Denise has kept up on 
the happenings at the EBC and will be up to 
speed in no time.  
 
I am pleased to introduce you to our newest 
employee, Regina Perez. Regina is an Ori-
entation and Mobility Specialist and a 
graduate of Cal State University, Los Ange-
les. Among other things, she interned with 
the VA in Palo Alto and brings her warm and 
upbeat personality to the EBC. Regina re-
cently moved to Sonoma County.  
 
Finally, we need to stand together during 
these difficult times, recognize that beyond 
the doom and gloom are so many reasons 
to be thankful. We are thankful for the won-
derful people, generosity and deeds that 
make being a part of the Earle Baum Cen-
ter so satisfying and worthwhile. 
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Charles Bonnet Syndrome 
 
When an eighteenth century Swiss philoso-
pher named Charles Bonnet first noticed 
and documented that his grandfather, who 

was almost blind, 
saw patterns, fig-
ures, birds and 
buildings which 
were not there, 
little did he imag-
ine that this condi-
tion would come 
to bear his name. 
These hallucina-
tions only affect 
sight and do not 
involve hearing or 

any other senses. Although almost 250 
years have passed since the condition was 
first described, it is still largely unknown by 
most medical professionals. 
 
Charles Bonnet Syndrome (CBS) predomi-
nantly affects people with visual impair-
ments  due to aging or damage to the eyes 
or optic pathways. Studies show that it af-
fects between 10 and 40 percent of people 
with low vision. There seem to be two differ-
ent kinds of things people with CBS see. 
First, there are the hallucinations of patterns 
and lines, which can become quite compli-
cated like brickwork, netting, mosaic or tiles. 
Secondly, there are more complicated pic-
tures of people or places. Sometimes whole 
scenes will appear, such as landscapes or 
groups of people, which are sometimes life-
size, and at other times are reduced or 
enlarged in size. Generally the pictures are 
pleasant although the effects can be fright-
ening. They occur in combination with nor-
mal perception. For example, you may see 
a sidewalk clearly but find it covered with 
dots, flowers, or faces.  

These complicated pictures can make it dif-
ficult to get around. Streets and rooms may 
have their shape changed or brickwork and 
fencing will appear directly in front of you 
making it difficult for you to judge exactly 
where you are and whether you can walk 
straight ahead. 

For most people, just knowing that it is poor 
vision and not other health problems that 
cause CBS is the best treatment, helping 
people to understand and come to terms 
with their hallucinations. Neurologists be-
lieve that if the occipital lobe of the brain is 
not receiving visual stimulation, it generates 
its own images from the stored images ac-
cumulated over a lifetime. Generally, these 
experiences will disappear after about a 
year or eighteen months, although some re-
port having the condition for up to five 
years. For those with serious disturbing hal-
lucinations, a number of medications are 
available, however, none are effective for 
everyone. 

One way of dealing with visions is to try to 
change the conditions under which they ap-
pear. If they happen in the dark, try switch-
ing a light on or if they happen in the light, 
try switching the light off. If you are sitting 
down when they happen, try standing up. 
Some people find that moving their eyes left 
to right, up and down or closing the eyes or 
blinking sometimes helps.  

Talking over feelings with a counselor, psy-
chologist or psychiatrist can help people 
find ways of coping with the visions. Al-
though CBS is not connected to mental 
health problems, the professionals in this 
field are expert at helping people deal with 
hallucinations. If you or someone you know 
is experiencing this problem and you would 
like more information or a professional re-
ferral, contact the Earle Baum Center. 
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Tech Club Keeps Growing 
Jeff Harrington, Mgr., Assistive Tech. Svcs. 
 

Our Tech Club continues its monthly meet-
ings and attendance is growing. We had 13 
people in attendance for the July Tech Club 
meeting to discuss E-Books, what they are, 
where they can be obtained, costs and dif-
ferent forms of protection. We demon-
strated how to play the books using a com-
puter, Victor Stream, PlexTalk and various 
types of MP3 Players.  A list of web sites of-
fering e-books was distributed. 
  
There were 11 people in attendance in June 
when we discussed hardware and software 
that is utilized to keep your PC safe, backed 
up and running smoothly.  This included 
free anti-virus software, firewalls, Windows 
System Tools and various methods of back-
ing up your data. 
 
Additional meeting topics have included in-
formational phone numbers that can be di-
aled to obtain various types of information 
including weekly shopping ads, newspa-
pers, pod casts etc.  These services are 
free of charge, most are toll free and some 
require a subscription. 
 
The August Tech Club, to be held on Mon-
day, August 3, will discuss System Access.  
System Access, formally Freedom Box, is 
an economical screen access solution with 
both speech and magnification features.  In 
addition they offer a proprietary network de-
signed specifically for visually impaired per-
sons.  Navigating within the network is very 
easy, and subscribers can choose from a 
variety of pre-selected content. 
 
Don’t let the latest accessible technologies 
pass you by. The Tech Club meets the first 
Monday of every month in Room 3 at the 
EBC. Reservations are not required and the 
meetings are open to all. We look forward 
to seeing you there. 

EarleFest Returns 
 
After a very successful inaugural event last 
summer, the Earle Baum Center is continu-
ing the tradition with EarleFest 2009. Hop-
ing to make this day of Americana music af-
fordable to all in this troubled economy, 
ticket prices have been slashed to just $15 
with advance purchase, $18 at the door. 
Children under 10 will be admitted free. If 
you order before the end of August, tickets 
are available at 2 tickets for $25. 
 
To allow even more musical groups to per-
form, we will be setting up a second stage 
to assure continuous music throughout the 
afternoon. And in keeping with the tradition, 
Lagunitas beers will be on tap along with 
tasty Sonoma County wines and a variety 
of delicious foods including grilled chicken 
sandwiches, gourmet sausage in a bun and 
vegetarian selections. 
 
Main seating is outdoors on our athletic field 
and lawn area. Bring your own beach chairs 
or lawn chairs and blankets. Hats and sun-
screen are highly recommended. No cool-
ers, carry-in alcohol or pets are allowed.  
 
Automobile parking will be directly across 
the street from the EBC. To ease conges-
tion, the EBC suggests that people car pool 
wherever possible. Handicapped parking 
will be available in the EBC parking lot. 
Parking is free. The Sonoma County Bicy-
cle Coalition will offer free bicycle valet ser-
vice in a secure environment to help reduce 
automobile dependency to and from the 
event. No need for locks.  
 
If you somehow missed last year’s wonder-
ful festival, don’t miss the boat again. Check 
the flyer on page 10 for more details or visit 
the event web site at www.earfest.com.  We 
are all hoping to see you there.  
 8 



The Aging Eye 
 

Keeping your eyes healthy, or delaying the 
progress of eye disease means following 
much of the same advise as measures to 
protect your general health.  
 
• Eat a healthy diet. Leafy greens are es-

pecially rich in nutrients such as lutein 
and zeaxanthin that may protect against 
AMD (Age Related Macular Degenera-
tion).  

• If you smoke, quit. 
• Control your blood pressure. Get regular 

blood pressure checks, exercise regu-
larly, reduce salt, fat and caffeine, and try 
to reduce stress. 

• Use eye protection. Wear sunglasses 
that protect against UVA and UVB. Wear 
a hat with a brim that shades your face.  

 
Many changes can be made to your home 
after sight loss to help keep you safe.  
 
• Improve lighting and consider installing 

automatic switches indoors and out-
doors. 

• Eliminate or secure loose objects that 
may present tripping hazards, such as 
throw rugs, electrical cords, low tables, 
mops and brooms, etc. 

• Install railings on stairs, patios and 
decks. 

• Mark the edges of counters with con-
trasting tape or paint. 

• Use raised or colored markings to indi-
cate the “off” position on your oven and 
stove burners.  

 
For most people, normal daily activities can 
be continued, often through the use of low 
vision aids such as magnifiers, large button 
phones and talking appliances. The vision 
specialists at the Earle Baum Center can 
assist you in making these changes to help 
adapt to sight loss, stay active and enjoy 
life.    
 

Free Large-Print Checks  
 
Banks are legally obligated under the ADA 
to provide large-print checks to individuals 
unable to use standard checks, at no addi-
tional charge than would be charged to the 
general public for standard checks. If you or 
your bank has questions, contact the U.S. 
Department of Justice ADA hotline 
(Americans with Disabilities Act) hotline at 
1-800-466-4232.  
 
Kind Words 
 
I so appreciate Earle Baum's steady and 
consistent knowledge, quality of service and 
caring.  It is a great relief to be in good 
hands who understand what it is to support 
a visually impaired individual who relies on 
assistive tech and software to function. 
 

With appreciation, 
 
Claire 
 
Project Gutenberg  
 
Project Gutenberg is the first and largest 
single collection of free electronic books, or 
e-Books, which were produced by thou-
sands of individual volunteers. All of the e-
Books in the collection are available for 
download, for which there is absolutely no 
charge.  The collection consists of both tex-
tual and audio materials, mostly public do-
main. Visit http://Gutenberg.org   
 
A Good Source  
 

The American Printing House for the Blind 
(APH) promotes independence of blind and 
visually impaired persons by providing spe-
cial media, tools, and materials needed for 
education and life including bold line paper, 
raised line paper, 4-track recorders, Braille 
equipment and more.  Toll Free: 1-800-223-
1839, Website:  http://www.aph.org. 
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We thank our recent donors for their generosity 
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Elizabeth Cooley 
John and Pamela Dooley 
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Ron and Jackie Falso 
Lincoln French 
May Belle Gaines 
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John and Nancy Giambastiani 
John and Sharon Gillette 
Sally Giovinco 
Donna Goodwin 
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Del and Carolyn Harrington 
Ralph Haymart 
D. Hewitt 
Nicolas & Sandra Houtman 
Marvin Hyman 
Elaine Jewell 
Mary Keeton 
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Peggy Kind 
Carl and Nancy Koring 
Phyllis Leveen 
Chuck and Patti Makray 
Julie Mason 
Bill and Sandra McGee 
Scott Minnis 
Agostine Montini 
Judith and Barry Moorman 
Maita Morgan 
Betty Muehl 
James Mulligan 
Kelly O'Neill 
Gary and Sheryl Orndorff 
Antoinette Papapietro 
Ruth Parsell 

Our apologies if we’ve omitted your name. If you should have been listed  
and were not, please contact Phil Swetin at 523-3222. 
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Geoff and Deborah Perel 
Paul and Joann Pursley 
Charles Robinson 
Robert C. Rosaler 
Elaine Ruys 
Katy Salinas 
Marie Schutz 
Skidmore Family Trust 
Lyn Smiley-MacKenzie 
Beverly Smith 
Kevin Smith 
Molly Stanton 
Edwin Stephenson 
Jeannette Stewart 
Cordel Stillman 
Kinjiro & Keiko Takahashi 
Deborah Taverna 
Eugene Tedeschi 
Bernice Thain 
Dorothy Topken 
Martin and Carol Turner 
Lillian Vaughn 
James Wagele 
Cynthia Watchorn 
Carla Zaccheo 



EARLE BAUM CENTER  
4539 Occidental Road 
Santa Rosa, CA  95401 

FREE MATTER  
FOR THE BLIND 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To provide opportunities 
for people who are blind 
or visually impaired to 

improve and enrich their 
personal,   social and          

economic lives. 

 

Contact us:    email: ebc@earlebaum.org              Telephone:  (707) 523-3222  
 

Fax: (707) 636-2768   www.earlebaum.org  

 

Upcoming Support Group Meetings 
 
 

August 20 - EBC Vision Loss Support 
Group,  55+, 11:00AM to 1:00PM, Earle 
Baum Center 
 

August 24 - Ukiah Low Vision Support 
Group, 10:00 to 11:30 A.M., Henny Penny 
Restaurant, 687 S. Orchard Ave. 
 

August 25 - Sonoma Low Vision Support 
Group - 1:00  to 2:30 P.M. Vintage House, 
264 First St. E., Sonoma 
 

August 28 - Petaluma Low Vision Support 
Group, 55+, 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. 
Petaluma Senior Center, 211 Novak Dr. 

  

A Note of Thanks 
 
“I had thought by this time in my life, I 
would be finished with new challenges. 
Although I was mistaken, the Earle 
Baum Center has turned many of these 
challenges into fun. I am enjoying 
things I never dreamed of doing even 
before my vision loss, like computer 
technology, crafts and adjustment 
classes. I look forward to each new 
visit.” 

 
Thank you everyone, 
 
Bob   

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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