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As we celebrate our seventh anniversary, 
the EBC faculty, staff, volunteers, and sup-
porters have accomplished so much to 
make us all feel good. We have given peo-
ple who are losing their sight opportunities 
to learn ways to maintain independence 
while leading thriving and active lives. We 
offer various social and recreational activi-
ties and have positively impacted many 
people in Northern California and beyond. 
This year alone, we have expanded our 
services, constructed an office building, 
completed an EBC informational video, and 
much more.  
 
I am very proud of our staff who gives so 
generously of the one thing money cannot 
buy, their heart. A more compassionate, 
caring and committed group cannot be 
found. Our teachers help clients not only 
adjust and learn to live with sight loss, but 
inspire them to become mentors and lead-
ers. Our very small administrative group 
does the work of a much larger staff. While 
trying to make it look effortless, they make 
everything else possible. We are also fortu-
nate to work with great teams from the 
State Department of Rehabilitation, the 
Veteran’s Administration, county offices of 
education, and a variety of individuals, 
agencies and organizations that serve our 
population. Many of our local elected offi-
cials and their staffs have provided great 
support, especially Congresswoman Lynn  
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Woolsey who facilitated a Federal grant ap-
propriation. Our local press also has been 
kind. The Press Democrat Celebrate Com-
munity sponsors donated both cash and 
advertising space to the EBC, which we 
are using to publish a series of high impact 
pieces introducing the EBC to the commu-
nity. Although the EBC serves many, we 
are still relatively unknown. 
 
Early this year, we began a fund develop-
ment program. We are striving to find ways 
to rely less on the government and more 
on contributions to support our operations. 
The EBC is far too dependent on fee for 
service contracts from the state which do 
not cover our costs of doing business. Our 
situation is not unique but is an indication 
that we are growing in every way.  
 
None of us knows the look of the future but 
I can say one thing with certainty. The 
Earle Baum Center now has momentum 
and those dedicated to the organization will 
assure fine service, high standards, dedi-
cation, and great human values that will re-
sult  in both short and long term success. 
Thank you for being a part of the EBC and 
we wish all a new year of good health, 
prosperity and peace. 
 

Allan Brenner 
Executive Director 

 



 

 

New Heights of Success 
 

John Morris has had a visual impairment for 
most of his life, but that has not stopped him 
from operating a very successful business.  
John has owned Morris Heating & Sheet 
Metal for over 20 years.  Early on he had 
enough vision to perform the necessary 
business tasks, but by 1993 his sight had 
further deteriorated necessitating sighted as-
sistance to complete many of his required 
tasks.  In 1999, John found the Earle Baum 
Center where he received Orientation & Mo-
bility Training and later, Technology Training.  
With these new skills, John learned to travel, 
navigating independently & safely using his 
white cane.  His technology training focused 
on information management specific to his 
job site and office.  John learned to use a 
Personal Data Assistant (PDA), a portable 
device that allows the user to record, phone 
numbers, appointments, notes and more 
while on the go.  John also learned to use a 
computer with adaptive screen reading soft-
ware.  The information visible on the monitor 
is also spoken back to the user utilizing syn-
thetic speech, allowing John to perform word 
processing, email and web browsing. 
 

John says, “Now I can write letters, look up 
phone numbers, complete estimates & work 
orders, and I don’t need anyone to help me 
anymore. My business has grown tremen-
dously, doubling last year alone. It almost 
feels unbelievable to me. I have 12 people 
working for me and earning a living because 
of my success, which has been made possi-
ble because of what I gained from the EBC."  
His visual impairment does not stop him 
from getting his hands dirty either.  John can 
frequently be spotted crawling inside an at-
tic, under a house or occasionally climbing 
to the top of a roof.  John cuts sheet metal to 
size with the help of a tactile tape measure 
called a click rule. John has become a treas-
ured member of the EBC family, often donat-
ing significant amounts of materials and la-
bor to our facilities expansion efforts. 

Welcome Back 
 

Hello all, 
 

Scott Kies here, back at the EBC after a lit-
tle hiatus to the lovely state of Maine.  Al-
though Alicia and I will both miss the beauti-
ful autumns in Maine, and I will miss the 
snow, we are both happy to be back.  Alicia 
really missed the California weather as well 
as feeling the need to be closer to family.  I 
missed the diving and the sense of commu-
nity at the Earle Baum Center.  I am ex-
tremely glad to rejoin the EBC as part of the 
team.   I also feel very lucky to be able to 
help the EBC grow beyond its physical 
boundaries on Occidental Road to reach the 
residents of Lake and Mendocino Counties.  
Unfortunately, I will not be around the Cen-
ter much, as I am keeping myself busy visit-
ing the various communities up here, but I 
will be popping in on occasion.  My goal is 
for the visually impaired living and working 
here to eventually have many of the same 
wonderful services and experiences that are 
available in the Santa Rosa area.  I hope to 
soon connect with those I haven’t seen. 

Expanded Services 
 

With the demand for services growing, the 
EBC has found ways to help people in ar-
eas where services have been sorely lack-
ing. Scott Kies is now serving both Lake 
and Mendocino Counties, which have not 
previously had a professional dedicated to 
adults who are blind and visually impaired. 
Canaan Richards is now serving Western 
Solano County as far east as Fairfield and 
Suisun City in addition to Napa 
County.  Scott and Canaan will be provid-
ing Orientation and Mobility Training and 
teaching Independent Living Skills. Ca-
naan will also be teaching Braille. Also, 
Colleen Alexander is teaching assistive 
technology in the northern counties. The 
Earle Baum Center is very excited to be 
able to make a difference in these under-
served counties.  



THANKS TO ALL FOR A DOGGONE GREAT EVENT!! 



Upcoming Events 
 

Annual Holiday Party 
December 14, 2006 

Call for Details & RSVP 

 
EBC Holiday Closure 

12/18/06-1/2/07 
 

New Classes at EBC 

 

Intro to Vision Loss Class 
January 10, 2007 

 

Living w/ Vision Loss Class 
January 10, 2007 

Lake and Mendocino Counties 
 

WILLITS 
10-week series 

January 10, 2007 
 

Lucerne Senior Center 
10-week Series 

November 28, 2007 
 

Clearlake—Highland Senior Center 
Low Vision Support Group  

3rd Thursdays, 10-11am 
 

Fort Bragg Senior Center 
2nd Wednesdays, 10:30-11:30am 

 

Please call the EBC for Details  

Contact information:  www.earlebaum.org   email:  ebc@earlebaum.org 
 

Tel:  (707) 523-3222  Fax: (707) 636-2768 

EARLE BAUM CENTER  
4539 Occidental Road 
Santa Rosa, CA  95401 

FREE MATTER  
FOR THE BLIND 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
To provide opportu-

nities for people 
who are blind or 

visually impaired to 
improve and enrich 

their personal,     
social and          

economic lives. 


