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Can you believe 2004 is half over? What a 
year thus far. The EBC is providing an ever 
increasing amount of service and is sup-
porting many new and important activities 
within our Northern California service region 
and beyond. This is in spite of the significant 
challenges the State faces. The times are 
tough and with it, the needs in our commu-
nity increase.  
 
Since the last newsletter, some significant 
changes have occurred. Scott Kies, our Ori-
entation and Mobility Specialist, has de-
cided to move to Maine where the weather 
is cold, cost of living reasonable and 
enough space is open that he and his wife 
Alicia, (who is a teacher and a wonderful 
person) will feel like they are back in Alaska. 
Scott will be missed by all and that definitely 
includes me. Few people have the “pitch in 
and do whatever is needed” attitude that 
can match Scott’s. Maine will be a better 
state with the two of them as residents, and 
people who are visually impaired will have a 
terrific instructor. In June, Leslie Bailiff will 
begin work at the EBC as an O&M Special-
ist. Leslie is also a signing interpreter for the 
deaf and has recent experience working 
with the paratransit of Sacramento. She will 
be a great contributor to the EBC and will 
add new skills. Welcome aboard, Leslie.  
 

The EBC just completed a very important 
training tool for Kaiser Permanente that was 
requested by their California ADA Compli-

ance Department. Titled “Guidelines to Bet-
ter Serve Blind and Visually Impaired Per-
sons in a Medical Setting”, the document 
will be used by Kaiser Trainers, and hope-
fully in the future, other medical system 
trainers, to educate their staffs about visual 
impairment. It will be used throughout all 
the Kaiser system.  
 

On May 5, the EBC celebrated Cinco de 
Mayo with another great gathering. The 
food was wonderful, entertainment excel-
lent and the outreach to the greater com-
munity achieved. For the second straight 
year, our fiesta was a success. We had 
over 100 fiesta goers.  
 

On May 15, our “float” was entered in the 
Luther Burbank Rose Parade and Festival, 
a 110 year old Santa Rosa event that is 
very well known and popular in the area. 
The theme was “Go for the Gold” and we 
did just that. We featured a range of sports, 
demonstrated by our blind athletes on the 
float, many in the crowd were impressed. 
Our athletes include both those who are at 
the elite, as well as novice levels. Some of 
the EBC athletes have competed in the 
Olympics and World Championship compe-
titions. Sports featured include tandem bik-
ing, rowing, kayaking, water and snow ski-
ing, beep baseball, soccer and swimming. 
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Dave Orndorff (the Press Democrat fea-
tured his interview) and Laurie Scardina 
held our banner to lead the group, fol-
lowed by athletes walking and the drum-
mers drumming in the truck. What a fun 
day and the large crowd cheered us on. 
 

The EBC also had an information table 
with volunteers educating the public 
about our services.  
 

Please consider helping with our 2
nd

 An-
nual Dog-a-thon to be held on Octo-
ber 9, 2004. We need corporate spon-
sors, silent auction donations, and peo-
ple to solicit pledges and contribute. 
This will be our second fundraising 
event ever and the first one was so 
much fun that we look forward to it 
again. Look at the photos on our web 
site  www.earlebaum.org/Photos/
dogathon/index.htm.  
 

A special thanks to our participants, 
friends of the center, community mem-
bers, and of course to the staff who con-
tinues make the EBC such a special 
place. 

Allan Brenner, Executive Director 
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SCHOLARSHIPS! 
 

The EBC has a new committee focus-
ing on scholarships.  If you or someone 
you know is willing to contribute to-
wards this fund, please contact the 
center.  Substantial scholarships can 
be named in honor of a specific person.  
Any financial assistance is welcome.   
 

If you are a person interested in partici-
pating in an EBC sponsored activity or 
class and need financial assistance, we 
would like to hear from you, please give 
us a call. 

Dave’s Story 
 

Hello, my name is Dave Orndorff. My story 
today is about how I lost the sight in both 
of my eyes. 
 

In 1976 I involved myself in an automobile 
accident. Waking up in the hospital several 
days later, I was told that I lost the vision in 
my left eye. Well I felt sad at first. Then, 
somewhat mad, a bit confused, then finally, I 
accepted my losses and moved on with life. 
Twenty years later,  Déjà vu.- Another acci-
dent!  Different hospital, same doctor, same 
results.  My mind was made up almost imme-
diately. Life goes on.  Within a few days of 
recovery, I was contacted by the State Reha-
bilitation Department.  
 

Through their resources, I was offered a 
chance to attend the Orientation Center for 
the Blind in the East Bay. That period of time 
lasted nine months.  Finally back in Santa 
Rosa, I then learned of The Earle Baum Cen-
ter of  the Blind (EBC). That was approxi-
mately 5 years ago.   
 

Since then the EBC has grown tremendously.   
They now have added a Technology Center, 
Braille classes, living skills training, arts and 
crafts, and exercise too.  These are just a few 
of the activities that you can find here today.  
There is so much more out here to be experi-
enced, that we can’t list all of it. Whatever 
your visual impairment or degree of blind-
ness, the EBC welcomes you.   
 

So, come one, come all, find out what we’re 
all about, and you too will find your shining 
star.     

Blood Bank of the Redwoods at EBC 
 

Every 8 weeks the Blood Bank of the Red-
woods comes to the Earle Baum Center and 
sets up a mobile donation site.  We encour-
age anyone interested to call and reserve a 
time to donate to this much needed cause. 



 

Community Service Award 
 

Allan Brenner and the Earle Baum Center 
were honored by the California Council of 
the Blind at their Spring Convention on 
April 17th with the Community Service 
Award.  The plaque presented reads “To 
Allan Brenner, under whose leadership the 
Earle Baum Center in Santa Rosa, Califor-
nia has become an innovative service 
agency for people who are blind or visually 
impaired, with widespread support of the 
blind community, and who has made the 
blind community an integral part of the 
community in general”. 

 Awards 
 By  Laurie Scardina 

 
Congratulations to Bill Gillespie and Larry 
Hall on their winning Academic Achieve-
ment awards at Santa Rosa Junior College. 
At the ceremony held on April 22, 2004, 
they both won Certificates for maintaining 
4.0 grade point averages for the quarter. In 
addition, Bill won a scholarship for the up-
coming school term.  Hats off guys for 
representing the visually impaired com-
munity and raising the bar for us all. 

 

TECH CENTER UPDATE 
Jeff Harrington, Instructor 

 
There are new sounds coming out of the 
tech lab.  Did you know computers can be 
fun?  The EBC has recently purchased 
several accessible games for their train-
ing computers.  Now learning can be 
more entertaining.   
 

Come on by and take a listen, and give 
your ears a challenge while you do such 
things as: bowl; or bet in the casino with 

Out and About 
By Laurie Scardina 

 

This trip finds “the Crew” in Mac’s Deli at 
630 Fourth Street in Santa Rosa. The deli is 
very close to the transit mall and two movie 
theaters, so is very conveniently located. 
Our group used MV transit as well as Volun-
teer Wheels to get to Mac’s. It is accessible 
by car or bus.  We arrived at 11:15am on a 
Saturday morning to an already crowded 
dining room. After asking for assistance we 
were told our group was “over there”, de-
spite white canes abounding. The hostess 
was very nice when I informed her we were 
vision impaired and could not tell where 
“over there” was. However, I had to ask 
right or left when she repeated herself and 
pointed.   We have so many opportunities 
to teach the  public when we go out!! 
 

There is no large print or Braille menu avail-
able but the waitress was more then willing 
to stay and read the menu to us. It is a very 
large menu with many selections so take a 
good listener, or if you have the ability to 
use one, a magnifier. There are forty-nine 
items in the sandwich list alone. We had no 
problem satisfying all our appetites and 
tastes. Prices ranged from nine to fourteen 
dollars including drink and tip for each per-
son, so this is a reasonable place to have 
lunch before going to a movie. I will defi-
nitely go back again!  
 

Hope to see you Out and About! 

Tech Center Continued: 
 

slot machines, Black Jack, Poker; or take 
on the computer with BattleShip & sink its 
fleet before your fleet is sunk.   
 

Concentration, Simon or HangMan as well 
as many other games can also be played 
with only your ears and you can challenge 
your sighted friends. 



Contact information:  www.earlebaum.org   email:  ebc@earlebaum.org 
 

Tel:  (707) 523-3222 Info line: (707) 636-2769 Fax: (707) 636-2768 

EARLE BAUM CENTER  
4539 Occidental Road 
Santa Rosa, CA  95401 

FREE MATTER  
FOR THE BLIND 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Earle Baum Center 
was conceived and es-
tablished by the blind 
to provide facilities and 
foster programs in 
such areas as educa-
tion, technology, reha-
bilitation, health, fit-
ness and recreation, to 
improve the personal, 
social and economic 
condition of the blind 
and vision impaired. 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

Tandem Bike Ride  - July 10th 

EBC / Santa Rosa Cycling Club Event 
 

Blood Drive 
Call for the next date (July) 

 

Art History Series 
May 11—Sept 14 

 

TGIF BBQ 
1st & 3rd Fridays @ Noon 

Please RSVP 

 

Dog-A-Thon 2004  
October 9th 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Housing Corner 
 

A new service of the EBC is to help facili-
tate people seeking to rent a room or 
share a house or apartment with people 
who have the need for roommates.  The 
information supplied to the EBC will be 
shared upon request in a similar fashion to 
posting it on a bulletin board.  It is the total 
responsibility of the individuals to do ap-
propriate investigations and make in-
formed decisions. 
 

If you have a room for rent or need a 
roommate, please call 707 523-3222 and 
leave the details.  You may also email the 
EBC at ebc@earlebaum.org. 


